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Now, it’s like a ghost land. The beach 
looked more like a military base than 
an ocean resort, with trucks going up 
and down, carrying booms and all 
kinds of response equipment. And when 
you go out to sea, on a boat or in a hel-
icopter, you see this oil creeping closer 
and closer to the shoreline. We are con-
cerned about the environmental im-
pact, but we are also concerned about 
the human impact on lives, livelihoods, 
and safety. 

Next, we asked—is the oil going to 
come up the east coast in this so-called 
‘‘loop current or loop stream?’’ We 
were told the beaches of Ocean City 
will be safe. Even in the worst case sce-
nario, the oil won’t get beyond the 
Carolinas. Second, we were told that 
the seafood is safe. It is being inspected 
locally by NOAA and the FDA, so what 
is coming to the American market-
place is safe. That’s what we were told, 
but I believe what Ronald Reagan said: 
‘‘Trust, but verify.’’ 

Maryland’s economy is tied to the 
Louisiana economy. Our seafood res-
taurants and markets rely on what’s 
caught in the gulf. I am holding a 
Maryland delegation meeting to make 
sure that we bring in ocean scientists 
and seafood inspectors to verify that 
our Atlantic coast beaches and our 
Chesapeake Bay will stay oil free and 
our seafood will be safe to eat. 

That was the good news. The bad 
news is BP. The BP people have to fix 
this. BP is cutting corners, minimizing 
the situation, and now here we are. The 
oil will continue to gush, and it will 
gush until August. But the oil coming 
out of the well will take 6 weeks to get 
to shore, so we are going to feel all of 
this well into September. And that is 
the best case scenario. 

I support our President in calling for 
an escrow account for BP to put $20 bil-
lion aside for economic damages. I fear 
the hoarders will take charge. I fear BP 
will file for bankruptcy and will want 
the taxpayers to bail them out. The 
American taxpayer will not bail out 
the oil companies. The oil companies 
must put aside the money to pay dam-
ages and cleanup costs. 

Our own bureaucracy needs reform. 
We saw the can-do spirit there among 
the people, but the permit process is 
slow—whether it is the EPA, Corps of 
Engineers or NOAA. This needs to be 
reformed. And this stuff, called dispers-
ant sounds like if you pour chemicals 
on the oil the oil will disburse and ev-
erything’s fine. I am concerned that 
dispersants could be causing more 
problems than they are solving. I am 
concerned about the toxic impact on 
human beings and marine life creating 
dead zones off the coast of Louisiana. 

That is why I plan to hold a hearing. 
To learn more about the effects of 
these dispersants—what do we already 
know, what do we need to know, and 
what research needs to be done—be-
cause I don’t want dispersants to turn 
out to be the DDT or Agent Orange of 
the oilspill. It is our job in Congress to 
push the bureaucracy, to push BP to 

get the job done and protect the Amer-
ican people. 

Then, we saw the ugly. The so-called 
protective booms were dysfunctional 
and in disarray, saturated with sticky 
smelly oil that had been there for days 
and no one had come to pick them up 
or clean them up. They were breaking 
loose and some washed up in marshes, 
causing far more damage than the oil. 
If they couldn’t protect the few miles 
around the pelicans areas, how can 
they protect the beaches? They have 
got to do a lot better job. It took four 
Senators going to Louisiana to get the 
booms cleaned up near Grand Isle. 

There are no performance standards 
to make sure BP or the government are 
doing what they say they are doing and 
that it is working. There must be re-
lentless follow-through by the govern-
ment. The Coast Guard is treating BP 
as if it were another government agen-
cy, when the Coast Guard needs to take 
BP to task. They need to make sure 
that they have performance standards 
and they need to make sure that there 
is follow-through. 

After witnessing the catastrophe in 
the gulf and seeing the way the oil is 
impacting the people, the commu-
nities, and the environment, I am so 
glad that we in Maryland opposed off-
shore drilling. No matter what is the 
energy policy I will always oppose off-
shore drilling off of the Mid-Atlantic 
coast. We can never let what’s hap-
pening in the gulf happen to any other 
communities. 

Our first responsibility will be to the 
Nation’s taxpayers, not to the oil com-
panies. Our second responsibility is to 
the people of the gulf, to do all we can 
to protect them. We need to make sure 
that we contain the oil and can clean it 
up so they can get on with their lives 
and their livelihoods. 

I was honored to be able to go and 
represent Marylanders there because 
we are coastal people too. When I 
talked to the people down there who 
fish and crab, we talked about how we 
use the same kind of bait, we use the 
same kind of line, the same kind of 
ways. We cook them a little bit dif-
ferent—but we eat them all the same. 
And when they held our hands, they 
said when you go back to Maryland and 
Washington, don’t ever forget us. And 
we won’t. We are all Americans, we are 
all coastal people, and we are all in 
this together. 

f 

58TH ANNUAL NATIONAL PRAYER 
BREAKFAST 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I had 
the privilege of co-chairing the 58th 
Annual National Prayer Breakfast 
with Senator KLOBUCHAR. I ask unani-
mous consent that a copy of the tran-
script of the 2010 National Prayer 
Breakfast proceedings be printed in the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

58TH NATIONAL PRAYER BREAKFAST 

Senator Amy Klobuchar: Good morning, 
everyone. I am Amy Klobuchar, the Senator 
from Minnesota. Welcome to the 58th annual 
National Prayer Breakfast. For anyone from 
warmer climates, we know it is a little 
snowy, but in Minnesota we would call this, 
‘‘fair to partly cloudy.’’ What a gathering. 
This is a very different scene from the first 
National Prayer Breakfast all the way back 
in 1952—that was attended only by a couple 
hundred people and they were all men. And 
now what we have today is over 3,000 people 
from all 50 states and over 140 countries. Al-
though the National Prayer Breakfast may 
look a lot different than it did in 1952, one of 
the great traditions of this event is that it is 
bipartisan, as you can see from our head 
table up here, as well as the fact that we 
have a Democratic and a Republican co- 
chair. In that tradition, I am very proud to 
introduce to you my Republican co-chair and 
good friend, the Senator from Georgia, John-
ny Isakson. 

Senator Johnny Isakson: Thank you. We 
do welcome you because what began as a 
very small group in 1952 has become a group 
that has influence around the world in coun-
tries all over this world. We are so delighted 
that you traveled near and you travelled far 
to be a part of the National Prayer Breakfast 
here in the United States of America. Amy 
and I are both members of the Senate but 
one important thing to know is that we al-
ternate years—this happened to be the Sen-
ate’s year to chair the National Prayer 
Breakfast. But next year, the House will as 
well. We do so in partnership, we do so in 
brotherhood, and we do so in love, and we do 
so in faith. I now want to begin by intro-
ducing my side of the head table, and then 
Amy will introduce her side of the head 
table. First, the Vice President of the United 
States of America, Joe Biden; the Secretary 
of State of the United States of America, 
Hillary Rodham Clinton; the distinguished 
Senator from the state of Utah, Orrin Hatch; 
the luckiest thing that ever happened to me 
41 years ago, my wife, Dianne; the distin-
guished senior Senator from the state of Or-
egon, Ron Wyden; the co-chair of the House 
prayer breakfast, from Missouri, Representa-
tive Todd Akin; a lady who has the voice of 
an angel and later you will hear her sing, 
God Bless America, Sergeant First Class 
MaryKay Messenger, the lead vocalist of the 
United States Military Academy Band; and 
my, friend and the artist who will sing the 
closing hymn, Ralph Freeman. 

Senator Klobuchar: Johnny put the music 
together this morning and you are going to 
love it. President Obama and the First Lady 
will be joining us shortly; His Excellency 
Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero, the Prime 
Minister of Spain is with us; my husband, 
John Bessler who made our daughter’s lunch 
at 5:30 this morning while I was getting 
ready for this; Admiral Mike Mullen, the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; 2007 
Heisman Trophy winner, Tim Tebow; the co- 
chair of the House prayer breakfast, Rep-
resentative Charlie Wilson of Ohio; and the 
Heisman Trophy winner of Senate chaplains, 
Rear Admiral Barry Black. 

Johnny and I wanted you all to hear this 
morning from our friend, Senate Chaplain, 
Barry Black, who like all Senate chaplains 
since 1789 opens each session of the Senate 
with a prayer. To me and Johnny, Barry is a 
friend and a spiritual adviser but he is also 
an embodiment of the power of faith and dis-
cipline and hard work. From his impover-
ished childhood in Baltimore to his distin-
guished 27-year career in the U.S. Navy, to 
his service in the Senate, Chaplain Black’s 
‘‘only in America’’ story, a story he has de-
tailed so eloquently in his book, From the 
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Hood to the Hill, shows us that God has 
great plans for our lives. It is my pleasure to 
introduce to you our friend, Chaplain Barry 
Black, who will lead us in the opening pray-
er. 

Rear Admiral Barry Black: Let us lift our 
hearts in prayer. Lord of life, the giver of 
every good and perfect gift. You have been 
our help in ages past and our hope for years 
to come. Lord, forgive us when we forget 
that more things are wrought by prayer than 
this world dreams of. We thank you for this 
nation conceived in liberty and dedicated to 
the proposition that people possess basic 
rights that they receive from you. Make us 
good global neighbors as we remember that 
righteousness exalts a nation but sin is a re-
proach to any people. Hear our petitions and 
use our supplications to change and shape 
our times according to your plan. May our 
prayers empower us to trust you more fully, 
live for you more completely and serve you 
more willingly. In a special way, smile upon 
our international guests who have travelled 
great distances to be with us, give them 
traveling mercies as they return home. And 
Lord, shower your favor upon the program 
participants, especially our primary pre-
senter. May the words of their mouths and 
the meditations of their hearts bring honor 
to you. Bless this morning, our food and fel-
lowship. We pray this in the matchless name 
of Jesus. Amen. 

Senator Isakson: Would you please wel-
come to your right, Mr. Robert Fraumann, 
the most gifted musician the United Meth-
odist Church has ever known and enjoy his 
mix of Beethoven’s ‘‘Fifth Symphony’’ and 
‘‘How Great Thou Art’’ and ‘‘The Warsaw 
Concerto’’ and ‘‘To God Be the Glory.’’ Rob-
ert Fraumann. 

Mr. Robert Fraumann: (piano music) 
Narrator: Ladies and Gentlemen, the Presi-

dent of the United States Barack Obama and 
the First Lady Michelle Obama. 

Senator Klobuchar: Welcome, Mr. Presi-
dent, Mrs. Obama. We are so pleased to have 
you here. I also know there are many mem-
bers from the House of Representatives. I see 
Speaker Pelosi. And from the United States 
Senate and the President’s Cabinet—if they 
could all stand so we could acknowledge you. 
Thank you. Mr. President, you should know 
that Johnny, being from Georgia, is really 
adjusting to the fact that this breakfast had 
quiche instead of grits. So I really don’t 
know how he is going to explain that when 
he gets home. And actually, Johnny has been 
a great pal for me this year as a co-chair of 
the Senate prayer breakfast and I can tell 
you that to show his support for his co-chair, 
he actually supported the Vikings over the 
Saints in the playoff game. That was a tough 
game. My fourth quarter prayers made no 
difference but not even God can overrule a 
ref’s calls. 

Senator Isakson: You know I ain’t real 
sure it was the refs. It might have been Brett 
Farve’s interception. 

Senator Klobuchar: Very good. 
Senator Isakson: We are honored to be here 

today and I am honored to share with Amy, 
the co-chairmanship of the Senate prayer 
breakfast. She thinks getting me to pull for 
the Vikings was the ultimate reconciliation, 
not true. Ultimate reconciliation is when 
Senator Bill Nelson convinced me to invite 
the quarterback of the Florida Gators, who 
beat us four successive years at the Univer-
sity of Georgia. Tim, welcome, we are glad to 
have you. This is a great occasion and we are 
so delighted and honored that all of you are 
here today. And I am going to turn it back 
over to our leader, Amy Klobuchar. 

Senator Klobuchar: Thank you. Each week 
Johnny and I and our fellow senators get to-
gether for a weekly Senate prayer breakfast. 
I always come away from it a better person. 

At our breakfasts, a senator always speaks, 
sometimes about his or her faith, sometimes 
about a personal struggle, sometimes about 
the challenges of forgiveness after a tough 
political fight. Our prayer breakfasts are al-
ways real and refreshingly honest. And just 
when I am ready to give up on working with 
maybe a few of my colleagues, it reminds me 
that we all share a common purpose and a 
common humanity, and that with faith and 
forgiveness, we can start anew. Now it is my 
honor today to introduce Sergeant First 
Class MaryKay Messenger, the lead vocalist 
with the United States Military Academy 
Band. MaryKay first sang with the band in 
1980 at the age of twelve. She continued 
throughout the years as a guest vocalist 
until she joined the Army in 1996. She has 
performed throughout the world—every-
where from Beijing to the opening bell of the 
New York Stock Exchange, from Yankee 
Stadium to Carnegie Hall. This morning she 
will be singing ‘‘God Bless America,’’ a song 
composed by Irving Berlin during the First 
World War while he was serving in a United 
States Army camp. MaryKay Messenger. 

Sgt. MaryKay Messenger: [Singing] 

While the storm clouds gather far across the 
sea, 

Let us swear allegiance to a land that’s free, 
Let us all be grateful for a land so fair, 
As we raise our voices in a solemn prayer. 
God Bless America, 
Land that I love. 
Stand beside her, and guide her 
Through the night with a light from above. 
From the mountains, to the prairies, 
To the oceans, white with foam 
God bless America, My home sweet home. 
God bless America, My home sweet home. 

Senator Ron Wyden: Good morning, Mr. 
President, Mrs. Obama, honored guests. It is 
my privilege to offer a reading from the sec-
ond book of the Torah, the Book of Exodus. 
Exodus deals with the formation of the Jew-
ish people into a nation as they make their 
way from slavery to the Promised Land. 
There are very important lessons in the pas-
sage where Moses’ father in law, Jethro, a 
Midianite priest, guides Moses on the correct 
way to govern his people. 

‘‘Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses’ fa-
ther-in-law, heard all that God had done for 
Moses and for Israel His people, how the 
Lord had brought Israel out from Egypt.’’ 
Then, later in the passage, ‘‘the next day 
Moses sat as magistrate among the people 
while the people stood about Moses from 
morning until evening. But when Moses’ fa-
ther-in-law saw how much he had to do for 
the people, he said ‘What is this thing you 
are doing to the people? Why do you act 
alone while all the people stand about you 
from morning until evening?’ Moses replied 
to his father-in-law, ‘it is because the people 
come to me to inquire of God; when they 
have a dispute, it comes before me and I de-
cide between one person and another and I 
make known the law and the teachings of 
God.’ But Moses’ father-in-law said to him, 
‘the thing you are doing is not right. You 
will surely wear yourself out and these peo-
ple as well. For the task is too heavy for you. 
You cannot do it alone. Now listen to me, I 
will give you council and God be with you. 
You represent the people before God. You 
bring the disputed before God and enjoin 
upon them before the laws and the teachings 
and make it known to them, the way they 
are to go and the practices they are to fol-
low. You shall also seek out from among all 
of the people capable men who fear God, 
trustworthy men who spurn ill-gotten gain, 
set these over them as chiefs of thousands, 
hundreds, fifties and tens and let them judge 
the people at all times. Have them bring 
every major dispute to you but let them de-

cide every minor dispute for themselves. 
Make it easier for yourself by letting them 
share the burden with you. If you do this and 
God commands you, you will be able to bear 
up and all these people too will go home un-
wary.’ Now Moses heeded his father-in-law 
and did just as he had said. Moses chose ca-
pable men out of all of Israel and appointed 
them heads over all the people, chiefs of 
thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens and 
they judged the people at all times. The dif-
ficult matters they would bring to Moses and 
all the minor matters they would decide 
themselves. Then Moses bade his father-in- 
law farewell and he went his way to his own 
land.’’ 

May we all show similar wisdom and be 
open, open to advice and guidance from any 
source. Not just within our own group, our 
own faction, our own tribe, and it is only 
with that wisdom can we hope to provide 
just and true leadership. 

Congressman Charlie Wilson: Good morn-
ing Mr. President, Madam Secretary, hon-
ored guests. I am Congressman Charlie Wil-
son from Ohio’s sixth district and my co- 
chair is Congressman Todd Akin of Mis-
souri’s second district. We would like to 
thank the Senate for putting this program 
together this morning. We know the House is 
looking forward to putting it together again 
next year. Todd and I are here together this 
morning because we are the co-chairs of the 
House prayer breakfast. Members of Con-
gress from both parties have been meeting 
for prayer on a weekly basis for more than 
five decades in the House. We come together 
in the Capitol dining room every Thursday 
morning at eight a.m., with no staff, we read 
a verse of scripture, we pray for the sick and 
wounded and we offer up a prayer of thanks-
giving for our country. We also have a dif-
ferent guest speaker each week who shares 
their testimony. One week it’s a Democrat, 
the next week it’s a Republican. Finally, we 
close in prayer and we make sure to share 
that too—one week a Democrat leads the 
closing prayer, the next a Republican. We 
never know how many are going to be at our 
prayer breakfast to attend our weekly gath-
ering. I am happy though to let you know 
that it has increased considerably this year. 
Our meeting lasts about an hour and many of 
us refer to it as the best hour of the week. 
We hope that you will consider our example 
and set aside time each week with your col-
leagues to deepen your relationships and 
open your mind to God. And now, my co- 
chair, Todd Akin. 

Congressman Todd Akin: Good morning, I 
am Todd Akin from Missouri. The tradition 
of the Prayer Breakfast goes back to the 
days of President Eisenhower. Because of the 
tremendous importance that we place on a 
personal relationship with God, a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ, it is a Chris-
tian prayer breakfast. And yet we welcome 
happily people of all different faiths to join 
us. Along these lines when we arrive on a 
Thursday morning and hear a personal testi-
mony, we hear a tremendous diversity in the 
kinds of stories. For example, we heard this 
story of a little boy who grows up penniless 
and orphaned on the streets wondering where 
the next meal will come from, and how he is 
led on a journey to the U.S. Congress. We 
hear another story of a pilot of a small air-
plane in the fog over the mountains of Ger-
many with little instrumentation and how in 
answer to prayer, a hole is opened up in the 
fog showing a landing strip way below—how 
he dives his airplane through the hole in the 
fog, lands on the landing strip and the fog 
closes in around the aircraft. It is from these 
and other testimonies that Congressmen de-
velop a mutual respect and affection for each 
other. The statesman William Wilberforce 
from England had two great aims in his life. 
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The first was to get rid of slavery. The sec-
ond one was to build civility—that is, a re-
spectful and loving treatment of the dif-
ferent legislators in England. This prayer 
breakfast that we enjoy every week inspires 
that civility in an otherwise polarizing polit-
ical environment, that is why it is the best 
hour of the week. God bless you. 

Senator Orrin Hatch: [alarm going off on 
cell phone] Woops, oh dear. 

Senator Klobuchar: It’s time for your pray-
er. Is that the alarm for your prayer? 

Senator Hatch: I never learned how to turn 
that alarm off. I apologize. Let us pray. Our 
dear Father in Heaven, as we bow our heads 
this morning before Thee, we are so grateful 
for this great nation and for the nations of 
the world, but especially for the opportuni-
ties we have as a nation to bring peace and 
contentment and tranquility throughout 
this world. We are grateful for our great 
leaders and we pray that Thou wilt bless 
them. We pray that Thou wilt bless our 
President and our Vice President and their 
cabinet and all of the leaders throughout the 
federal government that they might be in-
spired to lead us to do the things that are 
righteous in Thy sight that we might be able 
to be good followers and that we might be 
able to combine together to do what is right. 
As Moses’ father in law told him, let’s share 
the responsibility and let’s work together in 
the best interest of our country. Let’s have 
bipartisanship reborn again in this great na-
tion. We are so grateful for those who serve 
in the military who are represented here 
today and throughout this country. We are 
grateful for the sacrifices that they under-
take on our behalf. We are grateful for those 
who are in harm’s way and pray that Thou 
wilt pour special blessings upon them, that 
they might be blessed and protected. And we 
pray that we might be a nation that will 
help to bring peace and tranquility through-
out the world. We are grateful for all of the 
food, clothing and shelter that Thou has pro-
vided for us. We are grateful for those who 
serve in governments throughout the states, 
for the respective state legislatures. And last 
but not least, we are grateful for the Con-
gress of the United States and we will pray 
that the Congress might be able to work to-
gether as Democrats and Republicans and 
Independents to serve Thee, to serve our 
country, to serve our fellow men and women, 
and to bring peace and contentment to this 
great nation and throughout the world. We 
pray at this time for those who are suffering 
in Haiti and elsewhere throughout the world. 
We ask you to bless them and help them and 
help us to do our share in helping throughout 
this world. We are grateful for the leaders 
from other countries who are here and we 
pray Thy blessings upon them. Once again, 
we ask that you bless our President, Vice 
President and the leaders of this country. In 
the name of Jesus Christ, Amen. 

Senator Klobuchar: Thank you very much 
Senator Hatch. Now to read our next scrip-
ture today we are honored to be joined by 
Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero, who is cur-
rently serving his second four year term as 
the Prime Minister of Spain. Prime Minister 
Zapatero however, is not just the leader of 
one very important country, he is also the 
current Chairman of the European Union. 
And if that isn’t enough, he made a claim to 
fame as Prime Minister with a cabinet where 
a majority of his cabinet members are 
women. I decided to add that. The Prime 
Minister has also made invaluable contribu-
tions to interfaith dialogue and reconcili-
ation in his country, both as an individual 
and as an elected leader. His personal quest 
has been to promote peaceful coexistence 
and tolerance among the religious faiths in 
his own country and throughout the world. 
Please join me in welcoming the Prime Min-

ister of Spain, the Chairman of the European 
Union, His Excellency Jose Luis Rodriguez 
Zapatero. 

The Prime Minister of Spain: [Speaking in 
Spanish] 

Translator: Mr. President, Members of 
Congress, ladies and gentlemen, thank you. 
Thank you for inviting me to participate—on 
behalf of my country, on behalf of Spain—in 
one of the American people’s most symbolic 
traditions. And thank you to Senators 
Klobuchar and Isakson. And please do allow 
me now to speak to you in Spanish, the lan-
guage in which people first prayed to the 
God of the Gospels in this land. 

No one knows the value of religious free-
dom better than all of you. Your forbearers 
fled oppression and so as to never be deprived 
of their freedom, they founded this country. 
A nation, the United States of America, born 
out of democracy; a nation that has never 
stopped thriving thanks to the strength of 
that democracy, which abolished slavery, 
recognized equal voting rights and outlawed 
discrimination; a nation that has expanded 
pluralism, tolerance and respect for all 
choices and beliefs. Admirable feats, admi-
rable in the eyes of a firm believer in democ-
racy, living in one of the oldest nations in 
the world, Spain. Our nation is also diverse, 
forged out of diversity and renewed in its di-
versity. Our nation is as diverse as America. 
It is the most multi-cultural of the lands of 
Europe, a Spain that is Celtic, Iberian, Phoe-
nician, Greek, Roman, Jewish, Arab and 
Christian, especially Christian as defined by 
the Latin American Author Carlos Fuentes. 
Our two countries owe much to us that have 
come to us from abroad. Our countries can-
not be understood without them. Without 
those who throughout history have come to 
our land and living in our midst have become 
us, have become what we are. 

Allow me to read you a Bible passage from 
Deuteronomy, Chapter 24, ‘‘You should not 
withhold the wages of poor and needy labor-
ers whether other Israelites or aliens who re-
side in your land or in one of your towns. 
You shall pay them their wages daily before 
sunset because they are poor and their liveli-
hood depends on them.’’ 

Let us be concerned with integrating those 
who have come to work and live in our coun-
tries in our midst. Let us also be concerned 
with all of those whom we cannot welcome 
amongst us and who are suffering from hun-
ger and extreme poverty in so many places 
around the world, such as those living in 
Haiti and whose misfortune has moved us to 
offer up all our efforts of solidarity; a soli-
darity which reconciles us with our human 
condition, with our vulnerability and our 
fraternity and which should never wane. 
Furthermore, I would like to proclaim my 
deep commitment to those men and women 
who in our societies in these difficult times 
are suffering the scarcity of jobs. They 
should all know that as government leaders, 
this task is our paramount concern. No other 
task is more binding to us than that of fos-
tering job creation. Today, it is my plea that 
we also advocate the right of all persons any-
where in the world to moral autonomy, to 
their quest for that which is good. Today, it 
is my plea that we advocate the freedom of 
all to live their own lives, to live with their 
loved one and to build and nurture their fam-
ily environment. This is worthy of respect. 

Freedom, civic truth, the truth common to 
us all, it is what makes us true, genuine, au-
thentic human beings, because freedom en-
ables each of us to look destiny in the eye 
and seek our own truth. But tolerance is so 
much more than accepting the other. It is 
discovering, knowing, acknowledging the 
other. Ignorance of the other is at the root of 
all conflicts that threaten human kind and 
endanger our future. Ignorance breeds hate. 

Harmony is founded on knowledge—so is 
peace. Even in the past, Spain was a model of 
peaceful coexistence among the three reli-
gions of the Book—Judaism, Christianity 
and Islam. And today in the world, Spain de-
fends religious tolerance and respect for dif-
ference, dialogue, peaceful coexistence of 
cultures, the alliance of civilizations. We do 
so with as much conviction as we reject ex-
cluding statements of moral superiority, ab-
solutism, and uncompromising fundamen-
talism. The United States knows, as does 
Spain, that the spurious use of religious 
faith to justify violence can be hugely de-
structive. And what better occasion than 
this prayer breakfast to commemorate to-
gether, to honor together, our victims of ter-
rorism. Because it also together that we de-
fend freedom wherever it is threatened. 

Mr. President, members of Congress, ladies 
and gentlemen, be it with a lofty dimension 
or a civic one, freedom is always the founda-
tion of hope, of hope in the future, for liberty 
as for honor says Don Quixote in the master-
piece written in Spanish, ‘‘One can rightfully 
risk one’s life, yet captivity is the worst evil 
that can befall men.’’ Liberty is one of the 
most precious gifts heaven has bestowed 
upon man that this gift may continue bless-
ing America and all people’s on earth. Thank 
you very much. [Applause] 

Senator Isakson: Prime Minister Zapatero, 
thank you for those meaningful and inspira-
tional words. We are delighted to have you in 
America today and we appreciate your 
friendship very much. You know every day 
when I find those special few moments to 
pause and meditate and pray for the things I 
am thankful for, the very first prayer is for 
the men and women who serve us in harm’s 
way in our armed forces around the world. 
For I know they not only serve the United 
States, but they serve peace, freedom and de-
mocracy of all nations around the world. 
And it is my pleasure now to introduce the 
leader of the United States’ military, the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Admi-
ral Michael Mullen. 

Admiral Michael Mullen: Thank you. Good 
morning Mr. President, Mrs. Obama, Vice 
President Biden, Secretary Clinton, other 
distinguished heads of state and distin-
guished visitors, ladies and gentlemen. I am 
deeply honored to be here and to have this 
opportunity. I have been asked this morning 
to offer a prayer for world leaders. When my 
wife, Deborah, informed me that one of the 
leaders I would be praying for was probably 
me, something I hadn’t really considered, I 
actually started taking this very serious. I 
am also mindful that there is more than one 
higher power in the room today, no offense, 
Mr. Vice President. Now, before I ask you all 
to join me in prayer I would like to tell a lit-
tle story. It is about an Army platoon leader 
in the Korean War. He and his men fell into 
an ambush one day out on patrol and found 
themselves surrounded by enemy soldiers. 
They hunkered down in a small clearing, 
making the best of what little cover they 
could find and tried desperately to hold on 
against what seemed to be terrible odds. 
Every now and then, the platoon sergeant 
noticed that his young lieutenant would 
dash behind a big rock and sit for a minute 
or two and then dash back out and start 
issuing new commands: ‘‘move here, move 
there, shift your fire high, shift it low.’’ The 
barrage of orders seemed to come almost as 
fast as the enemy bullets themselves. After 
an hour or so, while suffering only a few cas-
ualties, the platoon had chased off their 
attackers and began to safely make their 
way back to base. On the walk back, the ser-
geant approached the lieutenant and asked 
him: ‘‘Exactly what were you doing behind 
that rock, sir?’’ The officer grinned a little, 
sighed, his shoulders sank, he said ‘‘I needed 
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time to think, to adjust so I kept asking my-
self three questions: What am I doing? What 
am I not doing? And how can I make up the 
difference?’’ Now, I do not know if that story 
is really true or not—I am told that it is. I 
really like it, because it illustrates perfectly 
the deepest challenge of leadership during 
difficult times—that of self reflection and 
sober analysis. Even in the heat of battle, 
perhaps especially in the heat of battle, we 
must find the time to think, to adjust, and 
to improve our situation. After more than 
four decades in uniform in peace and in war, 
it has been my experience that people are 
guided best not by their instincts but by 
their reason. That leaders are most effective 
not when they rule passionately but when 
they decide dispassionately. As St. Thomas 
Aquinas once said, ‘‘A man has free choice 
only to the extent that he is rational.’’ And 
so in these dangerous, difficult and im-
mensely challenging times, when our young 
troops fight two wars overseas while their 
loved ones back home fight to keep their 
families together, when everything from the 
economy to the environment instills fear and 
uncertainty, let us exercise our own free 
choice. Let us lead rationally and calmly. 
Let us take the time to ask ourselves: What 
are we doing? What are we not doing? And 
how can we make up the difference? We may 
not always like the answers—I know I sel-
dom do—but we can always learn from hav-
ing posed the questions. 

And now, please bow your heads and join 
me in prayer. Father in Heaven, we gather 
today to ask your blessing over the lives and 
decisions of those who lead us around the 
world. Theirs is a mighty task and a noble 
calling, for upon their shoulders rest the 
hopes and dreams of billions of people, not 
only of this generation but of future genera-
tions who know us not. May you guide them 
in that pursuit, oh Lord, give them the faith 
to seek your guidance, the wisdom to make 
the right decisions and the character to see 
those decisions through. Help them choose 
love over hate, courage over fear, principle 
over expediency. Let them always seek con-
cord and peace and to remember that the 
best leader is a good and humble servant. En-
courage them, Father, to seek your council 
as Solomon himself did in 1 Kings, chapter 3, 
saying to you: ‘‘but I am only a little child 
and do not know how to carry out my duties. 
So give me a discerning heart to govern your 
people and to distinguish between right and 
wrong.’’ May you bless us all Lord, your chil-
dren, and give our leaders that same dis-
cerning heart. Help us always to distinguish 
between right and wrong and to serve others 
before ourselves. This we pray, in Thy name, 
Amen. 

Senator Klobuchar: Thank you very much, 
Admiral Mullen. It is now my great honor to 
introduce our keynote speaker, Secretary of 
State, Hillary Rodham Clinton. She is an in-
credibly accomplished woman whose life has 
been shaped by the deep and abiding faith 
she was blessed to receive during her child-
hood in suburban Chicago. Faith was always 
central to Hillary Clinton’s family. Her 
mother taught Sunday school and made sure 
that her daughter and sons were there the 
moment the church doors opened. In high 
school, she was deeply influenced by her 
youth minister who taught her about faith in 
action. On one memorable evening at age 
fourteen, her church youth group went to 
hear a speech by Reverend Martin Luther 
King, a transformative experience that in-
spires her today. As a successful attorney 
and the First Lady of Arkansas, her faith in-
spired her to be a forceful advocate for dis-
advantaged children and families. As our na-
tion’s First Lady, her faith led her to be a 
champion for health care reform and for 
human rights, especially for women around 

the world. As I have learned from people who 
were here at this prayer breakfast long be-
fore me, Hillary Clinton and her husband, 
President Bill Clinton, were always generous 
with their time at this prayer breakfast. As 
a Senator from New York, Senator Clinton’s 
faith sustained as she became a highly re-
spected legislator who always did her home-
work. And after a long and bruising presi-
dential campaign in which she shattered the 
glass ceiling for national women candidates 
forever, she was asked by President Obama 
to serve as Secretary of State. She could 
have so easily said ‘‘no’’ and stayed as the 
powerhouse she was in the Senate, instead, 
she once again answered the call to serve. 
She didn’t flinch, she didn’t hesitate. And in 
the words of Isaiah, she said, ‘‘Send me.’’ 
From the sands of the Mideast, to the cap-
itals of Europe, to the devastation in Haiti, 
she has shown America’s strength and com-
mitment to the world. Please join me in wel-
coming, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton: Thank 
you. Thank you. Thank you very much. I 
have to begin by saying that I am not Bono. 
Those of you who were here when he was, I 
apologize beforehand. But it is a great pleas-
ure to be with you and to be here with Presi-
dent and Mrs. Obama, to be with Vice Presi-
dent Biden, with Chairman Mullen, with cer-
tainly our hosts today, my former colleagues 
and friends, Senators Johnny Isakson and 
Amy Klobuchar. And to be with so many dis-
tinguished guests and visitors who have 
come from all over our country and indeed 
from all over the world. 

I have attended this prayer breakfast every 
year since 1993, and I have always found it to 
be a gathering that inspires and motivates 
me. Now today, our minds are still filled 
with the images of the tragedy of Haiti 
where faith is being tested daily in food lines 
and makeshift hospitals, in tent cities where 
there are not only so many suffering people 
but so many vanished dreams. 

When I think about the horrible catas-
trophe that has struck Haiti, I am both sad-
dened but also spurred. This is a moment 
that has already been embraced by people of 
faith from everywhere. I thank Prime Min-
ister Zapatero for his country’s response and 
commitment. Because in the days since the 
earthquake, we have seen the world and the 
world’s faithful spring into action on behalf 
of those suffering. President Obama has put 
our country on the leading edge of making 
sure that we do all we can to help alleviate 
not only the immediate suffering, but to as-
sist in the rebuilding and recovery. So many 
countries have answered the call, and so 
many churches, synagogues, mosques and 
temples have brought their own people to-
gether. And even with modern technology 
through Facebook and telethons and text 
messages and Twitter, there has been an 
overwhelming global response. But of course, 
there is so much more to be done. 

When I think about being here with all of 
you today, there are so many subjects to 
talk about. You have already heard, both in 
prayer and in Scripture reading and in Prime 
Minister Zapatero’s remarks, a number of 
messages. But let me be both personal and 
speak from my unique perspective now as 
Secretary of State. I have been here as a 
First Lady. I have been here as a senator, 
and now I am here as a Secretary of State. I 
have heard heartfelt descriptions of personal 
faith journeys. I have heard impassioned 
pleas for feeding the hungry and helping the 
poor, caring for the sick. I have heard 
speeches about promoting understanding 
among people of different faiths. I have met 
hundreds of visitors from countries across 
the globe. I have seen the leaders of my own 
country come here amidst the crises of the 
time and, for at least a morning, put away 

political and ideological differences. And I 
have watched and I have listened to three 
presidents, each a man of faith, speak from 
their hearts, both sharing their own feelings 
about being in a position that has almost in-
tolerably impossible burdens to bear, and ap-
pealing often, either explicitly or implicitly, 
for an end to the increasing smallness, 
irrelevancy, even meanness, of our own polit-
ical culture. My own heart has been touched 
and occasionally pierced by the words I have 
heard and often my spirit has been lifted by 
the musicians and the singers who have 
shared their gifts in praising the Lord with 
us. And during difficult and painful times, 
my faith has been strengthened by the per-
sonal connections that I have experienced 
with people who, by the calculus of politics, 
were on the opposite side of me on the basis 
of issues or partisanship. 

After my very first prayer breakfast, a bi-
partisan group of women asked me to join 
them for lunch and told me that they were 
forming a prayer group. And these prayer 
partners prayed for me. They prayed for me 
during some very challenging times. They 
came to see me in the White House. They 
kept in touch with me and some still do 
today. And they gave me a handmade book 
with messages, quotes, and Scripture to sus-
tain me. And of all the thousands of gifts 
that I have received in the White House, I 
have a special affection for this one. Because 
in addition to the tangible gift of the book, 
it contained 12 intangible gifts, 12 gifts of 
discernment, peace, compassion, faith, fel-
lowship, vision, forgiveness, grace, wisdom, 
love, joy, and courage. And I have had many 
occasions to pull out that book and to look 
at it and to try, Chairman Mullen, to figure 
out how to close the gap of what I am feeling 
and doing with what I know I should be feel-
ing and doing. As a person of faith, it is a 
constant struggle, particularly in the polit-
ical arena, to close that gap that each of us 
faces. 

In February of 1994, the speaker here was 
Mother Theresa. She gave, as everyone who 
remembers that occasion will certainly re-
call, a strong address against abortion. And 
then she asked to see me. And I thought, 
‘‘Oh, dear.’’ And after the breakfast we went 
behind that curtain and we sat on folding 
chairs, and I remember being struck by how 
small she was and how powerful her hands 
were, despite her size, and that she was wear-
ing sandals in February in Washington. 

We began to talk and she told me that she 
knew that we had a shared conviction about 
adoption being vastly better as a choice for 
unplanned or unwanted babies. And she 
asked me—or more properly, she directed 
me—to work with her to create a home for 
such babies here in Washington. I know that 
we often picture, as we are growing up, God 
as a man with a white beard. But that day, 
I felt like I had been ordered, and that the 
message was coming not just through this 
diminutive woman but from some place far 
beyond. 

So, I started to work. And it took a while 
because we had to cut through all the red 
tape. We had to get all of the approvals. I 
thought it would be easier than it turned out 
to be. She proved herself to be the most re-
lentless lobbyist I have ever encountered. 
She could not get a job in your White House, 
Mr. President. She never let up. She called 
me from India, she called me from Vietnam, 
she wrote me letters and it was always: 
‘‘When is the house going to open? How much 
more can be done—quickly?’’ 

Finally, the moment came: June 1995 and 
the Mother Theresa Home for Infant Chil-
dren opened. She flew in from Kolkata to at-
tend the opening and, like a happy child, she 
gripped my arm and led me around, looking 
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at the bassinets and the pretty painted col-
ors on the wall, and just beaming about what 
this meant for children and their futures. 

A few years later, I attended her funeral in 
Kolkata, where I saw presidents and prime 
ministers, royalty and street beggars pay her 
homage. And after the service, her successor, 
Sister Nirmala, the leader of the Missionary 
of Charity, invited me to come to the Mother 
House. I was deeply touched. When I arrived, 
I realized I was one of only a very few out-
siders. And I was directed into a white-
washed room where the casket had already 
arrived. And we stood around with the nuns, 
with the candles on the walls flickering, and 
prayed for this extraordinary woman. And 
then Sister Nirmala asked me to offer a 
prayer. I felt both inadequate and deeply 
honored, just as I do today. 

And in the tradition of prayer breakfast 
speakers, let me share a few matters that re-
flect how I came on my own faith journey, 
and how I think about the responsibilities 
that President Obama and his administra-
tion and our government face today. As Amy 
said, I grew up in the Methodist Church. On 
both sides of my father’s family, the 
Rodhams and the Joneses; they came from 
mining towns. And they claimed, going back 
many years, to have actually been converted 
by John and Charles Wesley. And, of course, 
Methodists—we are methodical. It was a par-
ticularly good religion for me. And part of it 
is a commitment to living out your faith. We 
believe that faith without works may not be 
dead, but it is hard to discern from time to 
time. John Wesley had this simple rule 
which I carry around with me as I travel: 
‘‘Do all the good you can by all the means 
you can and by all the ways you can and all 
the places you can at all the times you can 
to all the people you can, as long as ever you 
can.’’ That is a tall order. And of course, one 
of the interpretive problems with it is, who 
defines good? What are we actually called to 
do, and how do we stay humble enough, obe-
dient enough, to ask ourselves, ‘‘Am I really 
doing what I am called to do?’’ It was a good 
rule to be raised by and it was certainly a 
good rule for my mother and father to dis-
cipline us by. And I think it is a good rule to 
live by, with the appropriate dose of humil-
ity. Our world is an imperfect one filled with 
imperfect people, so we constantly struggle 
to meet our own spiritual goals. But John 
Wesley’s teachings, and the teachings of my 
church, particularly during my childhood 
and teenage years, gave me the impetus to 
believe that I did have a responsibility. It 
meant not sitting on the sidelines, but being 
in the arena. And it meant constantly work-
ing to try to fulfill the lessons that I ab-
sorbed as a child. It is not easy. We are here 
today because we are all seekers, and we can 
all look around our own lives and the lives of 
those whom we know and see everyone fall-
ing so short. 

As we look around the world, there are so 
many problems and challenges that people of 
faith are attempting to address—or should 
be. We can recite those places where human 
beings are mired in the past—their hatreds, 
their differences—where governments refuse 
to speak to other governments, where the 
progress of entire nations is undermined be-
cause isolation and insularity seem less 
risky than cooperation and collaboration, 
where all too often it is religion that is the 
force that drives and sustains division rather 
than being the healing balm. These patterns 
persist despite the overwhelming evidence 
that more good will comes from suspending 
old animosities and preconceptions, from en-
gaging others in dialogue, from remembering 
the cardinal rules found in all of the world’s 
major religions. 

Last October, I visited Belfast once again, 
11 years after the signing of the Good Friday 

agreement, a place where being a Protestant 
or a Catholic determined where you lived, 
often where you worked, whether you were a 
friend or an enemy, a threat or a target. Yet 
over time, as the body count grew, the bonds 
of common humanity became more powerful 
than the differences fueled by ancient 
wrongs. So bullets have been traded for bal-
lots—as we meet this morning, both commu-
nities are attempting to hammer out a final 
agreement on the yet unresolved issues be-
tween them. And they are discovering anew 
what the Scripture urges us: ‘‘Let us not be-
come weary in doing good, for at the proper 
time we will reap a harvest if we do not give 
up.’’ Even in places where God’s presence and 
promise seems fleeting and unfulfilled or 
completely absent, the power of one person’s 
faith and the determination to act can help 
lead a nation out of darkness. 

Some of you may have seen the film, 
‘‘Pray the Devil Back to Hell.’’ It is the 
story of a Liberian woman who was tired of 
the conflict and the killing and the fear that 
had gripped her country for years. So she 
went to her church and she prayed for an end 
to the civil war. And she organized other 
women at her church, and then at other 
churches, then at the mosques. Soon thou-
sands of women became a mass movement, 
rising up and praying for a peace, and work-
ing to bring it about that finally, finally 
ended the conflict. 

And yet, the devil must have left Liberia 
and taken up residence in Congo. When I was 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo this 
summer, the contrasts were so overwhelm-
ingly tragic—a country the size of Western 
Europe, rich in minerals and natural re-
sources, where 5.4 million people have been 
killed in the most deadly conflict since 
World War II; where 1,100 women and girls 
are raped every month; where the life expect-
ancy is 46 and dropping; where poverty, star-
vation and all of the ills that stalk the 
human race are in abundance. When I trav-
eled to Goma, I saw in a single day the best 
and the worst of humanity. I met with 
women who had been savaged and brutalized 
physically and emotionally, victims of gen-
der and sexual-based violence in a place 
where law, custom and even faith did little 
to protect them. But I also saw courageous 
women who, by faith, went back in to the 
bush to find those who, like them, had been 
violently attacked. I saw the doctors and the 
nurses who were helping to heal the wounds, 
and I saw so many who were there because 
their faith led them to it. 

As we look at the world today and we re-
flect on the overwhelming response—of the 
outpouring of generosity—to what happened 
in Haiti, I am reminded of a story of Elijah. 
After he goes to Mount Horeb, we read that 
he faced ‘‘a great wind, so strong that it was 
splitting mountains and breaking rocks in 
pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not 
in the wind; and after the wind, an earth-
quake, but the Lord was not in the earth-
quake; and after the earthquake, a fire, but 
the Lord was not in the fire; and after the 
fire, a sound of sheer silence—a still small 
voice.’’ It was then that Elijah heard the 
voice of the Lord. It is often when we are 
only quiet enough to listen, that we do as 
well. It is something we can do at any time, 
without a disaster or a catastrophe pro-
voking it. It shouldn’t take that. 

But the teachings of every religion call us 
to care for the poor, tell us to visit the or-
phans and widows, to be generous and chari-
table, to alleviate suffering. All religions 
have their version of the Golden Rule and di-
rect us to love our neighbor and welcome the 
stranger and visit the prisoner. But how 
often in the midst of our own lives do we re-
spond to that? All of these holy texts, all of 
this religious wisdom from these very dif-

ferent faiths, call on us to act out of love. In 
politics, we sometimes talk about message 
discipline—making sure everyone uses the 
same set of talking points. Well, whoever 
was in charge of message discipline on these 
issues for every religion certainly knew what 
they were doing. Regardless of our dif-
ferences, we all got the same talking points 
and the same marching orders. So the charge 
is a personal one. Yet across the world, we 
see organized religion standing in the way of 
faith, perverting love, undermining that 
message. Sometimes it is easier to see the 
far away than the here at home. But reli-
gion, cloaked in naked power lust, is used to 
justify horrific violence, attacks on homes, 
markets, schools, volleyball games, church-
es, mosques, synagogues, temples. From Iraq 
to Pakistan and Afghanistan to Nigeria and 
the Middle East, religion is used as a club to 
deny the human rights of girls and women, 
from the Gulf to Africa to Asia, and to dis-
criminate, even advocating the execution of 
gays and lesbians. Religion is used to en-
shrine in law intolerance of free expression 
and peaceful protest. Iran is now detaining 
people and executing people under a new 
crime—waging war against God. That seems 
to be a rather dramatic identity crisis. 

So in the Obama Administration, we are 
working to bridge religious divides. We are 
taking on violations of human rights per-
petrated in the name of religion. And we in-
vite members of Congress and clergy and ac-
tive citizens like all of you here to join us. 
Of course, we are supporting the peace proc-
esses from Northern Ireland to the Middle 
East, and of course we are following up on 
the President’s historic speech at Cairo with 
outreach efforts to Muslims and promoting 
interfaith dialogue, and of course we are con-
demning the repression in Iran. But we are 
also standing up for girls and for women, 
who too often in the name of religion, are de-
nied their basic human rights. And we are 
standing up for gays and lesbians who de-
serve to be treated as full human beings. And 
we are also making it clear to countries and 
leaders that these are priorities of the 
United States. Every time I travel, I raise 
the plight of girls and women, and make it 
clear that we expect to see changes. And I re-
cently called President Museveni, whom I 
have known through the prayer breakfast, 
and expressed the strongest concerns about a 
law being considered in the parliament of 
Uganda. 

We are committed, not only to reaching 
out and speaking up about the perversion of 
religion, and in particularly the use of it to 
promote and justify terrorism, but also seek-
ing to find common ground. We are working 
with Muslim nations to come up with an ap-
propriate way of demonstrating criticism of 
religious intolerance without stepping over 
into the area of freedom of religion, or non- 
religion, and expression. So there is much to 
be done, and there are a lot of challenging 
opportunities for each of us as we leave this 
prayer breakfast, this 58th prayer breakfast. 

In 1975, my husband and I, who had gotten 
married in October, and we were both teach-
ing at the University of Arkansas Law 
School in beautiful Fayetteville, Arkansas— 
we got married on a Saturday and went back 
to work on a Monday. So around Christmas-
time, we decided that we should go some-
where and celebrate, take a honeymoon. And 
my late father said, ‘‘Well, that’s a great 
idea, we’ll come too.’’ And indeed Bill and I 
and my entire family went to Acapulco. We 
had a great time, but it wasn’t exactly a 
honeymoon. So when we got back, Bill was 
talking to one of his friends who was then 
working in Haiti, and his friend said, ‘‘Well, 
why don’t you come see me? This is the most 
interesting country. Come and take some 
time.’’ So indeed, we did. So we were there 
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over the New Year’s holidays. And I remem-
ber visiting the cathedral in Port-au-Prince, 
in the midst of, at that time, so much fear 
from the regime of the Duvaliers, and so 
much poverty, there was this cathedral that 
had stood there and served as a beacon of 
hope and faith. After the earthquake, I was 
looking at some of our pictures from the dis-
aster, and I saw the total destruction of the 
cathedral. It was just a heart rending mo-
ment. And yet, I also saw men and women 
helping one another, digging through the 
rubble, dancing and singing in the makeshift 
communities that they were building up. 
And I thought again that as the Scripture re-
minds us, ‘‘Though the mountains be shaken 
and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing 
love for you will not be shaken nor my cov-
enant of peace be removed.’’ 

As the memory of this crisis fades, as the 
news cameras move on to the next very dra-
matic incident, let us pray that we can sus-
tain the force and the feeling that we find in 
our hearts and in our faith in the aftermath 
of such tragedies. Let us pray that we will 
all continue to be our brothers’ and sisters’ 
keepers. Let us pray that amid our dif-
ferences we can continue to see the power of 
faith not only to make us whole as individ-
uals, to provide personal salvation, but to 
make us a greater whole and a greater force 
for good on behalf of all creation. So let us 
do all the good that we can, by all the means 
we can, in all the ways we can, in all the 
places we can, to all the people we can, as 
long as ever we can. God Bless you. 

Senator Isakson: Thank you, Secretary 
Clinton, for your words of inspiration and for 
the magnificent job you do as the Secretary 
of State for our nation. I now have the high 
honor and distinct privilege of introducing 
the President of the United States—that is 
no easy task. Have you ever tried intro-
ducing somebody that is known to everybody 
on the planet? It is hard to find something 
unique and inspirational. Everyone knows of 
the historic impact of Barack Obama’s elec-
tion to the Presidency of the United States. 
We all marvel at his oratory skills and his 
ability to communicate, and we all know his 
energy is boundless. We also know that his 
audacity of hope has given hope to millions 
of people around the world, to aspire to the 
highest of achievement in their life. But it 
was his State of the Union that inspired me 
as to what I would say, because I listened 
when he asked us to seek those things that 
we have in common, not those things that 
divide us. And then I realized it, Mr. Presi-
dent, you and I share one unique char-
acteristic in common—we married way over 
our heads. With a magnificent First Lady 
like Michelle Obama, I felt it only appro-
priate that I would introduce you today, sir, 
as the husband of the dynamic First Lady of 
the United States of America, President 
Barack Obama. 

The President: Thank you. Thank you very 
much. Please be seated. 

Thank you so much. Heads of State, Cabi-
net members, my outstanding Vice Presi-
dent, members of Congress, religious leaders, 
distinguished guests, Admiral Mullen—it’s 
good to see all of you. Let me begin by ac-
knowledging the co-chairs of this breakfast, 
Senators Isakson and Klobuchar, who em-
body the sense of fellowship at the heart of 
this gathering. They are two of my favorite 
senators. Let me also acknowledge the direc-
tor of my Faith-based Office, Joshua DuBois, 
who is here. He’s doing great work. 

I want to commend Secretary Hillary Clin-
ton on her outstanding remarks and her out-
standing leadership at the State Depart-
ment. She is doing good every day. I am es-
pecially pleased to see my dear friend, Prime 
Minister Zapatero, and I want him to relay 
America’s greetings to the people of Spain. 

And Johnny, you are right, I am deeply 
blessed, and I thank God every day for being 
married to Michelle Obama. 

I am privileged to join you once again as 
my predecessors have for over half a century. 
Like them, I come here to speak about the 
ways my faith informs who I am—as a Presi-
dent and as a person. But I am also here for 
the same reason that all of you are, for we 
all share recognition—one as old as time— 
that a willingness to believe, an openness to 
grace, a commitment to prayer can bring 
sustenance to our lives. 

There is, of course, a need for prayer even 
in times of joy and peace and prosperity. 
Perhaps especially in such times prayer is 
needed—to guard against pride and to guard 
against complacency. But rightly or wrong-
ly, most of us are inclined to seek out the di-
vine not in the moment when the Lord 
makes his face shine upon us but in the mo-
ment when God’s grace can seem farthest 
away. 

Last month, God’s grace, God’s mercy, 
seemed far away from our neighbors in Haiti. 
And yet I believe that grace was not absent 
in the midst of tragedy. It was heard in pray-
ers and hymns that broke the silence of an 
earthquake’s wake. It was witnessed among 
parishioners of churches that stood no more, 
a road side congregation holding bibles in 
their laps. It was felt in the presence of relief 
workers and medics, translators, service men 
and women bringing food and water and aid 
to the injured. 

One such translator was an American of 
Haitian decent, representative of the ex-
traordinary work that our men and women 
in uniform do all around the world—Navy 
Corpsman Christopher Brossard. And lying 
on a gurney aboard the USNS Comfort, a 
woman asked Christopher: ‘‘Where do you 
come from? What country? After my oper-
ation,’’ she said, ‘‘I will pray for that coun-
try.’’ And in Creole, Corpsman Brossard re-
sponded, ‘‘Etazini.’’ The United States of 
America. 

God’s grace, and the compassion and de-
cency of the American people is expressed 
through the men and women like Corpsman 
Brossard. It is expressed through the efforts 
of our Armed Forces; through the efforts of 
our entire government; through similar ef-
forts from Spain and other countries around 
the world. It is also, as Secretary Clinton 
said, expressed through multiple faith-based 
efforts. By Evangelicals at World Relief. By 
the American Jewish World Service. By 
Hindu temples, and mainline Protestants, 
Catholic Relief Services, African-American 
churches, the United Sikhs. By Americans of 
every faith, and no faith, uniting around a 
common purpose, a higher purpose. 

It’s inspiring. This is what we do, as Amer-
icans, in times of trouble. We unite, recog-
nizing that such crises call on all of us to 
act, recognizing that there but for the grace 
of God go I, recognizing that life’s most sa-
cred responsibility—one affirmed, as Hillary 
said, by all of the world’s great religions—is 
to sacrifice something of ourselves for a per-
son in need. 

Sadly, though, that spirit is too often ab-
sent when tackling the long-term, but no 
less profound issues facing our country and 
the world. Too often, that spirit is missing 
without the spectacular tragedy—the 9/11 or 
the Katrina, the earthquake or the tsu-
nami—that can shake us out of complacency. 
We become numb to the day-to-day crises, 
the slow-moving tragedies of children with-
out food and men without shelter and fami-
lies without health care. We become ab-
sorbed with our abstract arguments, our ide-
ological disputes, our contests for power. 
And in this Tower of Babel, we lose the 
sound of God’s voice. 

Now, for those of us here in Washington, 
let’s acknowledge that democracy has al-

ways been messy. Let’s not be overly nos-
talgic. Divisions are hardly new in this coun-
try. Arguments about the proper role of gov-
ernment, the relationship between liberty 
and equality, our obligations to our fellow 
citizens—these things have been with us 
since our founding. And I am profoundly 
mindful that a loyal opposition, a vigorous 
back and forth, a skepticism of power, all of 
that is what makes our democracy work. 

And we have seen actually some improve-
ment in some circumstances. We haven’t 
seen any canings on the floor of the Senate 
any time recently. So we shouldn’t over-ro-
manticize the past. But there is a sense that 
something is different now; that something 
is broken; that those of us in Washington are 
not serving the people as well as we should. 
At times, it seems like we are unable to lis-
ten to one another; to have at once a serious 
and civil debate. And this erosion of civility 
in the public square sows division and dis-
trust among our citizens. It poisons the well 
of public opinion. It leaves each side little 
room to negotiate with the other. It makes 
politics an all-or-nothing sport, where one 
side is either always right or always wrong 
when, in reality, neither side has a monopoly 
on truth. And then we lose sight of the chil-
dren without food and the men without shel-
ter and the families without health care. 

Empowered by faith, consistently, prayer-
fully, we need to find our way back to civil-
ity. That begins with stepping out of our 
comfort zones in an effort to bridge divi-
sions. We see that in many conservative pas-
tors who are helping lead the way to fix our 
broken immigration system. It’s not what 
would be expected from them, and yet they 
recognize, in those immigrant families, the 
face of God. We see that in the Evangelical 
leaders who are rallying their congregations 
to protect our planet. We see it in the in-
creasing recognition among progressives 
that government cannot solve all of our 
problems, and that talking about values like 
responsible fatherhood and healthy marriage 
are integral to any anti-poverty agenda. 
Stretching out of our dogmas, our prescribed 
roles along the political spectrum, that can 
help us regain a sense of civility. 

Civility also requires relearning how to 
disagree without being disagreeable; under-
standing as President Kennedy said, that 
‘‘civility is not a sign of weakness.’’ Now, I 
am the first to confess that I am not always 
right. Michelle will testify to that. But sure-
ly you can question my policies without 
questioning my faith, or, for that matter, 
my citizenship. 

Challenging each other’s ideas can renew 
our democracy. But when we challenge each 
other’s motives, it becomes harder to see 
what we hold in common. We forget that we 
share in some deep level the same dreams— 
even when we don’t share the same plans on 
how to fulfill them. 

We may disagree about the best way to re-
form our health care system, but surely we 
can agree that no one ought to go broke 
when they get sick in the richest nation on 
Earth. We can take different approaches to 
ending inequality, but surely we can agree 
on the need to lift our children out of igno-
rance; to lift our neighbors from poverty. We 
may disagree about gay marriage, but surely 
we can agree that it is unconscionable to 
target gays and lesbians for who they are— 
whether it is here in the United States or, as 
Hillary mentioned, more extremely in odious 
laws that are being proposed most recently 
in Uganda. 

Surely, we can agree to find common 
ground when possible, parting ways when 
necessary. But in doing so, let us be guided 
by our faith, and by prayer. For while prayer 
can buck us up when we are down, keep us 
calm in a storm; while prayer can stiffen our 
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spines to surmount an obstacle—and I assure 
you I’m praying a lot these days—prayer can 
also do something else. It can touch our 
hearts with humility. It can fill us with a 
spirit of brotherhood. It can remind us that 
each of us are children of an awesome and 
loving God. 

Through faith, but not through faith alone, 
we can unite people to serve the common 
good. And that’s why my Office of Faith- 
Based and Neighborhood Partnerships has 
been working so hard since I announced it 
here last year. We have slashed red tape and 
built effective partnerships on a range of 
uses, from promoting fatherhood here at 
home, to spearheading inter-faith coopera-
tion abroad. And through that office, we 
have turned the faith based initiative around 
to find common ground among people of all 
beliefs, allowing them to make an impact 
that is civil and respectful of difference and 
focused on what matters most. 

It is this spirit of civility that we are 
called to take up when we leave here today. 
That is what I am praying for. I know in dif-
ficult times like these—when people are frus-
trated, when pundits start shouting and poli-
ticians start calling each other names—it 
can seem like a return to civility is not pos-
sible, like the very idea is a relic of some by-
gone era. The word itself seems quaint—ci-
vility. 

But let us remember those who came be-
fore; those who believed in the brotherhood 
of man even when such a faith was tested. 
Remember Dr. Martin Luther King. Not long 
after an explosion ripped through his front 
porch, his wife and infant daughter inside, he 
rose to that pulpit in Montgomery and said, 
‘‘Love is the only force capable of trans-
forming an enemy into a friend.’’ 

In the eyes of those who denied his human-
ity, he saw the face of God. 

Remember Abraham Lincoln. On the eve of 
the Civil War, with states seceding and 
forces gathering, with a nation divided half 
slave half free, he rose to deliver his first in-
augural and said, ‘‘We are not enemies but 
friends . . . Though passion may have 
strained, it must not break our bonds of af-
fection.’’ 

Even in the eyes of Confederate soldiers, he 
saw the face of God. 

Remember William Wilberforce, whose 
Christian faith led him to seek slavery’s abo-
lition in Britain. He was vilified, derided, at-
tacked; but he called for ‘‘lessening preju-
dices and conciliating good-will, and thereby 
making way for the less obstructed progress 
of truth.’’ 

In the eyes of those who sought to silence 
a nation’s conscience, he saw the face of God. 

Yes, there are crimes of conscience that 
call us to action. Yes, there are causes that 
move our hearts and offenses that stir our 
souls. But progress does not come when we 
demonize opponents. It is not born in right-
eous spite. Progress comes when we open our 
hearts, when we extend our hands, when we 
recognize our common humanity. Progress 
comes when we look into the eyes of another 
and see the face of God. That we might do 
so—that we will do so all the time, not just 
some of the time—is my fervent prayer for 
the nation and the world. 

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless 
the United States of America. 

Senator Isakson: Thank you so much, Mr. 
President, for your leadership and your 
words of faith. We are now in for a magnifi-
cent treat. Ralph Freeman founded Song 
Sermon Ministries years ago, has sung on 
continents around the world and throughout 
the United States. Ladies and gentlemen, 
Mr. Ralph Freeman. 
Mr. Ralph Freeman: [Singing] 
We believe in the Father who created all 

that is 

And we believe the universe and all there is 
His 

As a loving Heavenly Father he yearned to 
save us all 

To lift us from the fall—we believe 

We believe in Jesus, the Father’s only son 
Existing uncreated before time had begun 
A sacrifice for sin, he died then he rose again 
To ransom sinful man—we believe. 

We believe in the Spirit who makes believers 
one 

Our hearts are filled with His presence 
The Comforter has come 
The kingdom unfolds in His plan 
Unhindered by quarrels of man 
His church upheld by his hands—we believe 

Though the Earth be removed 
And time be no more 
These truths are secure God’s words shall en-

dure 
Whatever may change, these things for 

sure—we believe. 

So if the mountains are cast down into the 
plains 

When the kingdoms all crumble, this one re-
mains 

Our faith is not subject to seasons of man 
With our fathers we proclaim 
We believe our Lord will come as He said 
The land and the sea will give up their dead 
His children will reign with Him as their 

head 
We believe 
We believe 

Senator Klobuchar: What an amazing song. 
Thank you so much and the President want-
ed me to let you know he only had to leave 
early so it makes it easier for you all to get 
out of here. But we want to thank you for 
such a beautiful morning, something we will 
never forget and we have one last prayer, a 
closing prayer and Johnny will introduce our 
speaker. 

Senator Isakson: My favorite verse in the 
Bible is in the first book of Thessalonians, 
the 5th chapter, the 16th and 17th verses— 
‘‘Rejoice evermore.’’ And certainly after this 
morning’s message from Secretary of State 
Clinton and the gifted musicians that we 
heard from, Ralph Freeman, Bob Fraumann 
and MaryKay Messenger, we have had a rea-
son to rejoice this morning. But in addition, 
the second verse says ‘‘Pray without ceas-
ing,’’ and I can not think of a more appro-
priate person to close today than the young 
man of great gift and talent on the gridiron, 
who lives his faith and ministers around the 
world sharing with others. A role model for 
the youth of America, the University of 
Florida quarterback, the Heisman Trophy 
Winner, Mr. Tim Tebow. 

Mr. Tim Tebow: It is actually rather in-
credible that a Georgia Bulldog would invite 
a Florida Gator. So you can actually see the 
hand of God here today already. Madam Sec-
retary, Senators, distinguished guests, thank 
you so much for this opportunity. Now if you 
would, please bow your heads and pray with 
me right now. 

Dear Jesus, thank you for this day. Thank 
you for bringing together so many people 
that have a platform to influence people for 
you. Lord, as we disperse today let us be 
united in love, hope and peace. Lord, let us 
come together as one and break down all the 
barriers in between us that separate us. 
Lord, you came to seek and save those who 
were lost and we thank you for that. Lord, 
we don’t know what the future holds but we 
know who holds the future and in that there 
is peace and in that there is comfort and in 
that there is hope. Lord, we pray for the peo-
ple all over the world who are hurting right 
now, Lord. And the first thing that comes to 
mind is James 1, verses 2 through 4, ‘‘Con-
sider all joy my brethren when you encoun-

ter various trials, knowing that the testing 
of your faith produces endurance and let en-
durance have its perfect result, that you 
may be perfect and complete, lacking in 
nothing.’’ And we pray for the people in 
Haiti right now, Lord, that you make them 
perfect and complete because you love them 
and you have a plan for their lives, just like 
you do with our lives right now. So my pray-
er is as we leave today, we are united as one 
because of you. We love you and thank you. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Senator Isakson: Thank you for attending. 
We look forward to seeing you at the 59th 
Prayer Breakfast next year. 

Senator Klobuchar: Thank you. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

SPECIALIST WILLIAM C. YAUCH 
Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today 

I honor SPC William C. Yauch, 23, of 
Batesville who died in Jalula, Iraq, in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
According to initial reports, Specialist 
Yauch died of injuries sustained when a 
vehicle-borne improvised explosive de-
vice detonated near his patrol. He is 
survived by his wife of Batesville, his 
mother of Cave City, and his father of 
Saint Charles, MO. 

My heart goes out to the family of 
Specialist Yauch who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice on behalf of our Nation. 
Along with all Arkansans, I am grate-
ful for his service and for the service 
and sacrifice of all of our military serv-
icemembers and their families. I am 
committed to ensuring they have the 
full support that they need and de-
serve. Our grateful Nation will not for-
get them when their military service is 
complete. 

More than 11,000 Arkansans on active 
duty and more than 10,000 Arkansas re-
servists have served in Iraq or Afghani-
stan since September 11, 2001. These 
men and women have shown tremen-
dous courage and perseverance through 
the most difficult of times. As neigh-
bors, as Arkansans, and as Americans, 
it is incumbent upon us to do every-
thing we can to honor their service and 
to provide for them and their families, 
not only when they are in harm’s way 
but also when they return home. It is 
the least we can do for those whom we 
owe so much. 

Specialist Yauch was assigned to B 
Company, 5th Battalion, 20th Infantry 
Regiment, 2nd Infantry Division, Joint 
Base Lewis-McChord, WA. 

f 

REMEMBERING COLONEL WILLIAM 
H. MASON AND CHIEF MASTER 
SERGEANT THOMAS E. KNEBEL 

Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today 
I pay tribute to two airmen from Ar-
kansas, Air Force COL William H. 
Mason of Camden and CMSGT. Thomas 
E. Knebel of Midway, who bravely gave 
their lives during the Vietnam War, 
but whose ultimate fate had remained 
unknown. During a recent ceremony at 
Arlington National Cemetery, Colonel 
Mason and Chief Master Sergeant 
Knebel along with their crew members 
were given full military honors for 
their sacrifice. 
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